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My Sample 
Workflow



I want a screenshot of this page, 
without the browser parts above



I press the Hyper Key so a palette of 
choices appears via Keyboard Maestro



I press S for Screenshot, which runs 
a shell script (webshot.sh) I wrote





I’m prompted to enter a name for 
the website & the screenshots



About 10–20 seconds later…



Screenshots! 

Notice how 
they’re 
named



Good Free Photos - wide - date: 
exactly sized for Keynote

Good Free Photos - wide - full - date: 
the entire webpage for other selections



Good Free Photos - wide - full - date.txt: 
URL of the webpage for reference



I press ⌘⇥ to invoke Keyboard Maestro’s 
Application Switcher (instead of Apple’s) & 
select Keynote



I press ⇧⌘N to create a new slide



I press ⌘⇥ to invoke Keyboard Maestro’s 
Application Switcher & select Finder so it’s 
on top of Keynote



I drag Good Free Photos - wide - date.jpg 
into Keynote



Number of automated actions: 6 

Number of manual actions: 4 

Number of times touching mouse: 1









BetterTouchTool



BetterTouchTool allows you to configure… 

» gestures for your Magic Mouse, MacBook Trackpad, 
& Magic Trackpad (1 & 2) 

» mouse gestures for normal mice 
» actions for keyboard shortcuts 
» actions for normal mice buttons 
» & a lot more!























Demo!





BetterSnapTool’s features are being rolled into 
BetterTouchTool 

BetterSnapTool will still be available as a lightweight 
tool focused on window snapping 

If you buy BetterSnapTool, you will get a free license for 
BetterTouchTool



boastr.net 

Pay what you like: $4.49–$50



picatext



Easy OCR of short passages of text





Press ⌘⌥⌃P









Demo!



picatext.com 

$4 on the Mac App Store



Hazel



System Preference pane that watches folders & then 
automatically file, organizes, & cleans files in those 
folders

















Demo!



noodlesoft.com 

$29



Hyper Key



Caps Lock is in a prime position on your keyboard, but 
it’s pretty useless (especially with automation tools that 
will automatically ALL CAPS text for you) 

Remap Caps Lock to the Hyper key (⇧⌃⌥⌘ at the same 
time) 

Then use the Hyper key in combination with other keys 
to do all sorts of cool stuff *

* We’ll do this later



There are many ways to create a Hyper key 

Easy: Hyperkey 

More difficult but more powerful: Karabiner-Elements



Only $5!



I would recommend these 
settings 

Note that if you really do 
need the Caps Lock, just 
press quickly on that key



If you are using a non-
Apple keyboard, this 
setting could be very useful



Hold on—we have to test it & make sure our Hyper key 
is working





Press Hyper+L & 
make sure you get 
⌃⌥⇧⌘L 

If you do, good 
job! 

Press Cancel to 
close the sheet & 
quit System 
Preferences



If you want more power to remap keys, then investigate 
Karabiner-Elements 

karabiner-elements.pqrs.org 

Free, but donations appreciated

http://karabiner-elements.pqrs.org


✏ SIDE NOTE

For Windows users, the closest equivalent is SharpKeys 

github.com/randyrants/sharpkeys 

Free & open source, but donations appreciated

http://github.com/randyrants/sharpkeys


Keyboard Maestro



Create keyboard macro shortcuts that can automate 
just about anything 

Launch apps • Click the mouse anywhere • Execute 
scripts • Insert text • Position windows • Flow control 
with loops & conditionals • Press buttons • Select 
menus • Open files & URLs • Move, copy, rename, & 
trash files • Create & work with unlimited clipboards • 
Save & paste clipboard history • Control iTunes • 
Display notifications • Find & manipulate images • 
Switch between apps



Trigger macros based on almost anything 

Hot keys • Click on macro palette • Status menulet • 
Typed strings • When an app launches, quits, activates, or 
deactivates • System clipboard changes • Keyboard 
Maestro engine launches • Window changes focus • Log in 
to your Mac • Hard drive is mounted or unmounted • 
Periodically while logged in • System goes to or wakes 
from sleep • Time of day • USB device is attached or 
detached • Connects to, or disconnects from a wireless 
network • Triggered from iPhone, iPad, or iPod Touch • 
Scripts



One of the most complex but also most powerful apps 
you can use on your Mac



Select menus









Display text in window







Insert text 
& type keystroke





I press the Hyper Key so a palette of 
choices appears via Keyboard Maestro, 
& then press O



KM presses ⌘L to select the address bar, 
then types in http://codepen.io/
pen/?editors=110 & hits Return



Block key command 
from working





Execute AppleScript





Execute shell script 
& paste results





Execute 
external shell script









Activate apps, 
run commands, 

& insert text









Select menus 
& click & drag 

with mouse











Conditionals





Enhanced 
Application Switcher









Demo!





keyboardmaestro.com 

$36



✏ SIDE NOTE

For Windows users, the closest equivalent is 
AutoHotKey 

autohotkey.com 

Free & open source, but donations appreciated

http://www.autohotkey.com


Thank you! 

scott@granneman.com 
granneman.com 
@scottgranneman@mastodon.social

http://granneman.com
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Changelog 

2025-07-09 2.2: Updated theme to Granneman 1.14; 
minor fixes & corrections 

2022-01-20 2.1: Added Windows equivalents: 
SharpKeys & AutoHotKey; deprecated Karabiner-
Elements in favor of much simpler Hyperkey app;  

2021-03-31 2.0: Created presentation using slides from 
the original Getting More From Your Mac



Changelog 

2021-03-23 1.8: Added how to copy & move files in 
Finder with key commands; added Installing Software 
section 

2020-06-23 1.7: Added section Get Info, Get Summary 
Info, & Show Inspector; add info re: macOS 11 Big Sur; 
added slide listing all Apple operating systems 

2019-08-16 1.6: Added Catalina for 10.15; added note 
that --- is not an em dash



Changelog 

2017-09-20 1.5: Combined naming charts in History; 
fixed minor formatting issues; added Thank You, Scott 
(⌘⇧/) to Basic Key Commands; added Terminal 
commands for disclosure buttons; added Show the 
Finder location of a file from a dialog box; added 
screenshot of Finder sidebar; added command for 
QuickLook slideshow; added Special Info in Finder; 
updated Mac prices for 2019; fixed QuickLook slides



Changelog 

2018-08-19 1.4: Added File Info & Actions section 
under Finder with Contextual Menus, Get Info, & 
Inspector; added HoudahSpot under Spotlight; added 
commands to open all disclosure boxes & Show Details 
for printing; added File Management section with New 
Folder with Selection; applied Granneman 1.4 theme; 
fixed minor formatting issues; added Sidebar under 
Components; more info on built-in security; added ⌘⌃D 
in addition to triple-click for data detectors



Changelog 

2017-09-06 1.3: Fixed formatting; in History & added 
High Sierra; in Key Commands, added Alfred for 
clipboard; added slides re: holding down ⌥ in Open & 
Save; made deleting clearer in Movement; added slide 
about drop shadows in screenshots; added huge 
amount about Path Finder; added slides re: Finder 
renaming files; added lots of examples of Spotlight 
searches (RIP David Bowie); added New File Menu; 
added duration:, date:, & much more to Spotlight



Changelog 

2016-10-11 1.2: Changed Lazy is Good image; spread 
Automation throughout the deck; renamed Things You’re Not 
Doing Right to Finder & added lots more; added Spotlight 
section; changed menulets to status menus; added Quick Look 

2016-10-07 1.1: Changed theme; fixed formatting; added & 
changed a lot; new stuff on Finder, Printing, Key Commands, 
System Preferences, Tabs; added Computer Rules section; lots 
of fixes 

2016-03-13 1.0: First version



TODO 

Add AppleScript & Automator & Shortcuts



Licensing of this work 
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To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/. 
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» Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format 
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No additional restrictions. You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others 
from doing anything the license permits. 
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