
Getting More From Your Mac
System Preferences

© 2016 R. Scott Granneman 
Last updated 2022-03-06 

You are free to use this work, with certain restrictions. 
For full licensing information, please see the last slide/page.

R. Scott Granneman r Jans Carton

2.1



System 
Preferences



Organization



Mojave 
10.14.3

Personal

Hardware

Networking

System

3rd Party



Catalina 
10.15

How are these 

organized? 🤷

Hideous!



Grouping by section 
doesn’t make a lot of 
sense, actually 

Change that by 
selecting View > 
Organize 
Alphabetically

Big Sur 
11.2.3



This makes a lot 
more sense & 
it’s much easier 
to find things

Big Sur 
11.2.3



macOS 12 
Monterey



3rd Party



Sierra



Mojave



Apple ID 
(was iCloud)







Accessibility

















Desktop 
& Screen Saver





Default #1



Default #2



😐
3rd party











Find 3rd party Dynamic Desktop wallpapers 

Search for: 
free dynamic wallpaper mojave -port -windows



24 Hour Wallpaper 

58 dynamic desktops 

$6.99 in Mac App Store





Displays



I keep this off because I don’t want it 
interfering with image colors



Dock 
& Menu Bar 
(was Dock)



El Capitan



Sierra



Sierra





Extensions





Share Sheet



No Facebook?!









General



Monterey



Keyboard



















Honestly, I think the Touch Bar is nigh useless except 
for Touch ID button on the right 

Why? I already know key commands, so having to look 
at the Touch Bar slows me way down



The Touch Bar changes according to the app you’re 
using



MacBook Pro Touch Bar & Control Strip



Touch Bar expanded 

Function keys on Touch Bar



Add/delete apps that 
always use function keys



Finder 

Finder sorting 

Finder sharing 

Finder tags



Safari Favorites 

Safari search



Mail common tasks 

Mail text suggestions 

Mail formatting 

Mail emoji



Photos library 

Photos editing



Maps search or find your location 

Maps nearby locations 

Maps directions



Notes 

Notes formatting 

Notes styles



Calendar see events 

Calendar edit events



FaceTime calls



However, I use BetterTouchTool — software that 
enables me to program the Touch Bar (& a lot of other 
things as well!) — to make it more useful 

Still not essential to me, though 

If the Touch Bar disappeared in my next MacBook Pro, 
I wouldn’t care at all (I would be very unhappy to lose 
Touch ID though!)



I did not create this — others did



Default with BetterTouchTool

⌃ with BetterTouchTool

⌥ with BetterTouchTool

⌘ with BetterTouchTool



I got tired of typing out my email address 
(scott@granneman.com) long ago 

Apple makes it possible for you to define something you 
type which then gets expanded into something else 

For instance, if I type sem[space], it gets instantly 
converted into scott@granneman.com*

* sem is short for “Scott’s email”



Automation!







Advantage of Apple’s solution: syncs with iOS 

Disadvantage: too simple — but good for most people to 
begin with 

Solution: get something more full-featured



3rd party macro (or text expansion) programs 

» TextExpander: good but $60/year! 🙄 

» aText: good but slow to expand at times 
» Keyboard Maestro: excellent program but doesn’t 

support a lot of macros 
» TypeIt4Me: around since System 6! 

» Typinator: what I use ★































Typinator 

ergonis.com/products/typinator 

$28



Back to System Preferences…



Sierra





Pictures



















Automation!



Language & Region







Mission Control



Prior to macOS 
11 Big Sur 

I never found 
Dashboard 
useful, so I 
turned it off



Big Sur removes 
all mention of 
Dashboard 
(which is fine 
with me, & now 
you’re supposed 
to use widgets 
instead)





✏ SIDE NOTE

More Mission Control settings can be found at  > 
System Preferences > Trackpad > More Gestures



Mouse





Notifications 
& Focus 

(was Notifications)





You can also set Do Not Disturb manually



Now scroll down…







Disable or limit 
notifications you 
don’t need



Passwords



Screen Time



Security & Privacy



El Capitan



SierraAnywhere removed



So how do you open apps that are not from the App 
Store or identified developers? 

Right-click on the app & choose Open—you only need 
to do that one time



Mojave



Mojave



Do not lose your recovery key!









Mojave



Mojave

Needed for automation!



Mojave

Access to everything, 
even protected system 
files

Backup



Backup 

» com.bombich.ccchelper 
» Carbon Copy Cloner.app 
» ChronoSync.app 
» Arq.app 

Command line access 

» sshd 
» iTerm.app

Utilities 

» HoudahSpot.app 
» CleanMyMac X 
» Drive Genius.app 
» DrivePulse.app 
» Default Folder X.app 

Apps that have Full Disk 
Access on my Mac



Sharing





Siri





Software Update 
(was App Store)





Time Machine



Touch ID



Trackpad



Introduced in Lion



Triple tap on the selected words… 
(or press ⌃⌘D)























Data detectors work in many apps 

» Safari 
» Mail 
» MailMate 
» Pages 
» & many others—try it & see if it works!





Just get used to it









Users & Groups





Remove apps that say 
Unknown or that you don’t 
need running at login



If you don’t use 
fast user 
switching, 
disable this



OnyX



Multi-function utility for maintenance, cleaning, setting 
parameters, & more 

Make sure you get the version of OnyX for your version 
of macOS! 

Be careful using this app!



Apple provides many hidden preferences that you can set & 
unset using the command line in Terminal 

defaults write com.apple.finder 

QLEnableTextSelection -bool TRUE

defaults write com.apple.finder 

FXEnableExtensionChangeWarning -bool false

defaults read com.apple.Finder 

NSUserKeyEquivalents

OnyX provides a GUI for those hidden preferences











Thank you! 

scott@granneman.com 
granneman.com 
websanity.com

http://granneman.com
http://websanity.com
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2.1



Changelog 

2022-03-06 2.1: Rearranged in alphabetical order, since 
that’s how I recommend organizing it; updated a tiny bit 
to macOS 12 Monterey, but much more to go; added 
sections for Organization, Passwords, Screen Time, Time 
Machine, & Touch ID; renamed old ones to Apple ID, 
Dock & Menu Bar, Notifications & Focus, & Software 
Update 

2021-03-31 2.0: Created presentation using slides from 
the original Getting More From Your Mac



Changelog 

2021-03-23 1.8: Added how to copy & move files in Finder 
with key commands; added Installing Software section 

2020-06-23 1.7: Added section Get Info, Get Summary 
Info, & Show Inspector; add info re: macOS 11 Big Sur; 
added slide listing all Apple operating systems 

2019-08-16 1.6: Added Catalina for 10.15; added note that 
--- is not an em dash



Changelog 

2017-09-20 1.5: Combined naming charts in History; 
fixed minor formatting issues; added Thank You, Scott 
(⌘⇧/) to Basic Key Commands; added Terminal 
commands for disclosure buttons; added Show the 
Finder location of a file from a dialog box; added 
screenshot of Finder sidebar; added command for 
QuickLook slideshow; added Special Info in Finder; 
updated Mac prices for 2019; fixed QuickLook slides



Changelog 

2018-08-19 1.4: Added File Info & Actions section 
under Finder with Contextual Menus, Get Info, & 
Inspector; added HoudahSpot under Spotlight; added 
commands to open all disclosure boxes & Show Details 
for printing; added File Management section with New 
Folder with Selection; applied Granneman 1.4 theme; 
fixed minor formatting issues; added Sidebar under 
Components; more info on built-in security; added 
⌘⌃D in addition to triple-click for data detectors



Changelog 

2017-09-06 1.3: Fixed formatting; in History & added 
High Sierra; in Key Commands, added Alfred for 
clipboard; added slides re: holding down ⌥ in Open & 
Save; made deleting clearer in Movement; added slide 
about drop shadows in screenshots; added huge 
amount about Path Finder; added slides re: Finder 
renaming files; added lots of examples of Spotlight 
searches (RIP David Bowie); added New File Menu; 
added duration:, date:, & much more to Spotlight



Changelog 

2016-10-11 1.2: Changed Lazy is Good image; spread 
Automation throughout the deck; renamed Things You’re Not 
Doing Right to Finder & added lots more; added Spotlight 
section; changed menulets to status menus; added Quick Look 

2016-10-07 1.1: Changed theme; fixed formatting; added & 
changed a lot; new stuff on Finder, Printing, Key Commands, 
System Preferences, Tabs; added Computer Rules section; lots 
of fixes 

2016-03-13 1.0: First version
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