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History



Brewster Kahle,  
founder of Alexa  
& the Internet Archive



1990: Helps develop WAIS (Wide Area Information 
Server), an early client-server text searching tool for 
information in databases; used with Gopher servers 

1992: C0-founds WAIS, Inc. 

1995: Sells WAIS, Inc. to AOL for $15 million



1996: Founds Alexa & the Internet Archive,  
which begins crawling the Web 

1999: Sells Alexa to Amazon for $250 million in stock 

1999: Expands the Archive to videos 

2001: Introduces the Wayback Machine, which gives 
public access to Web archives
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Visited by millions of people each day 

In the top 300 websites in the world



510(c)(3) non-profit with a $10 million annual budget 

Funded through donations, grants, & providing web 
archiving & book digitization services for partners 

Each copy of the Internet Archive takes up 70+ 
petabytes of server space 

For comparison, Wikipedia was 33 TB uncompressed in 
2015



May 10, 1996



May 12, 1996



May 12, 1996: oldest archived pages; e.g., infoseek.com 

http://infoseek.com


January 26, 1997



November 18, 2021





What does the Internet Archive contain (Nov. 2021)? 

Webpages: 628B 
Videos: 7.3M 
TV: 2.3M 
Audio: 14M 
Concerts: 232,000 
Images: 4M 
Software: 786,000 
Texts: 33M 
Collections: 1.2M



Web





Using 
the Wayback Machine



November 18, 2021





⬤ Successful crawl











⬤ Redirect (3xx)



⬤ Not found (4xx)



More than 1 color on a day



Site Map















Integrations



➀

➁

➂

Built into Brave









Open in Mac App Store





iOS





Firefox too!







✏ SIDE NOTE

Why is it called the Wayback Machine?



✏ SIDE NOTE

Remember Mr. Peabody & 
Sherman, part of The 
Adventures of Rocky and 
Bullwinkle and Friends? 

Their time machine was 
the… 

WABAC Machine!



Peabody’s 
Improbable 
History 

“Ludwig van 
Beethoven” 

September 25, 
1962
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Videos







Keep clicking on Collections on the left until you drill 
down to a useful point









Feature Films

















Silent Films









Eric Campbell 
played the 
heavy in most of 
Chaplin’s early 
shorts
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Train wreck 
scene cost 
$42,000, the 
most expensive 
single shot in 
silent-film 
history 

Wreckage left 
until 1944-45 
when it was 
scrapped
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Georges Méliès 

Le Royaume des 
Fées (The King-
dom of the 
Fairies) 

1903
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Released May 9, 
1906 by 
Biograph
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Biograph



Prelinger Archives



Founded in 1983 by Rick Prelinger 

Grew into a collection of over 60,000 “ephemeral” 
films, including advertising, educational, industrial, & 
home movies









Your daily dose 
of ridiculous-
ness from 1952 

Watch as Bert 
the Turtle shows 
you what to do 
in an atomic 
attack
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Animation











TV Series















TV Movies







TV Commercials









LBJ’s “Daisy” ad 

Ran once on 
September 7, 
1964
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News







Audio











Gunsmoke • Dragnet • CBS Radio Mystery Theater • Adventures of 
Philip Marlowe • Suspense • The Great Gildersleeve • New 
Adventures of Nero Wolfe • Lux Radio Theater • The Adventures of 
Sam Spade • Classic Baseball Radio Broadcasts MLB • 
Dimension X • Inner Sanctum Mysteries • Sherlock Holmes • 
Father Knows Best • The Lone Ranger • Calling All Cars • Philo 
Vance • Lights Out • Have Gun Will Travel • Jack Benny • Fibber 
McGee and Molly • The Adventures of Superman • The Shadow • 
The Life of Riley • Orson Welles & Mercury Theater • The Green 
Hornet • Space Patrol • Burns and Allen • Tales of the Texas 
Rangers • Ozzie & Harriet • Duffy’s Tavern • Bob and Ray • The 
Goon Show • Amos & Andy • Hopalong Cassidy • The Clock • 
Abbott and Costello • Cavalcade of America • Dr. Kildare • Grand 
Ole Opry • You Bet Your Life





1st recorded in 
1927 

This recording 
from 1938 

Proto boogie-
woogie song 

1st recorded use 
of the term 
“honky tonk” 
with a song
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Concerts







Or use Collections…



Sort by Views too!



Bands include: Bela Fleck & the Flecktones • Blues 
Traveler • Cowboy Junkies • Disco Biscuits • Grateful 
Dead • Jack Johnson • moe. • Radiators • Rusted Root • 
Smashing Pumpkins • String Cheese Incident • 
Umphreys McGee • Robert Randolph & the Family 
Band





Images







Art







NASA









Commerce







Other Stuff







Software







Floppies & CD-ROMs











Linux





565 out of 769 results?!







Games













Flash









Other Stuff











Texts





4,000,000+ books online 

1 billion pages scanned 

2,000 books scanned each day 

60+ million views each month 

33 scanning centers on 5 continents 

21 petabytes of data stored



Partnerships with 1,000+ libraries, galleries, museums, 
& cultural heritage organizations





Computer Magazines















Pulp Fiction





Pulp magazines 

» Published from 1896–1950s 
» 7" wide × 10" high × .5" thick, & ~128 pages long 
» Cheap! Usually 10¢ in the early days 
» Printed on cheap wood pulp paper with ragged, 

untrimmed edges 
» In contrast to the “glossies” or “slicks” printed on 

better quality paper



Genres included: adventure • aviation • detective/
mystery • fantasy • gangster • horror/occult • humor • 
railroad • romance • science fiction • Série Noire 
(French crime & mystery) • “spicy/saucy” • sports • war 
• Westerns



Well-known authors who wrote for pulps: Poul Anderson • Isaac Asimov 
• E. F. Benson • Alfred Bester • Robert Bloch • Leigh Brackett • Ray 
Bradbury • Max Brand • Fredric Brown • Edgar Rice Burroughs • 
William S. Burroughs • Raymond Chandler • Agatha Christie • Arthur 
C. Clarke • Stephen Crane • Lester Dent • August Derleth • Philip K. 
Dick • Lord Dunsany • Philip José Farmer • F. Scott Fitzgerald • Erle 
Stanley Gardner • Zane Grey • H. Rider Haggard • Dashiell Hammett • 
Robert A. Heinlein • O. Henry • Frank Herbert • Robert E. Howard • 
L. Ron Hubbard • John Jakes • Henry Kuttner • Louis L’Amour • Fritz 
Leiber • Elmore Leonard • Jack London • H. P. Lovecraft • John D. 
MacDonald • C. L. Moore • Ellery Queen • Sax Rohmer • Rafael 
Sabatini • Robert Silverberg • Upton Sinclair • Clark Ashton Smith • E. 
E. Smith • Mickey Spillane • Jim Thompson • Jack Vance • Edgar 
Wallace • H. G. Wells • Tennessee Williams • P. G. Wodehouse



Famous characters: The Black Bat • Bran Mak Morn • 
Buck Rogers • Conan the Barbarian • The 
Continental Op • Dan Turner, Hollywood Detective • 
Doc Savage • Doctor Death • Dr. Fu Manchu • Dr. Yen 
Sin • G-8 • Hopalong Cassidy • John Carter of Mars • 
Ka-Zar • Kull • Moon Man • Nick Carter • Operator No. 
5 • Secret Agent X • The Shadow • Solomon Kane • The 
Spider • Tarzan • Zorro



Most popular pulps sold 
1,000,000 copies per issue 
in the ’20s & ’30s 

Argosy was one of The Big 
Four 

Argosy, 3 July 1937



Part of The Big Four 

Adventure, 1 July 1948



From “A Claymore for the Clan”: 

“‘Twas bitter weather and the wind had daggers in it. A 
bra night for the Macdonalds of Sleat to make a silent 
crossing of the Sound for a bloody raid on 
Craigellachie. Young Callum Mor shivered as he 
hunkered in the shadow of the parapet and imagined 
their wild cry: Bas! Bas! To Uisdein! Then, suddenly, 
the skirling of the Pibroch of Dhromhnuill Dhu—
fighting music of Donald the Black of Sleat—rang clear 
above the wind-moan.”



From “The Witched Well” by Everett M. Weber: 

“Andy Jackson was about to get his fool self killed in a 
duel unless Reverent Daniel Davis intervened and kept 
his last promise to the Lord. Dan’l didn’t mind staying 
away from cockfights, or the corn-liquor jug on 
Saturday nights—but taking a wife to have underfoot 
for the rest of his life seemed like an awful big service 
to do, even for a friend like Old Hickory.”



From “The Devil’s Left Tusk” by Robinson MacLean: 

“All the world knew Matt Murphy‘s broadcast—From Here On 
Out. But now that famous voice was stilled forever. And as I 
stood in the rainswept Gullaly Cemetery in Addis Ababa to 
tell Matt goodbye for the last time, I knew there was a job that 
had to be done. A job for Malcolm Murphy—Matt’s brother—
me! Somewhere in that godforsaken Land of the Conquering 
Lion of Judah I had to find the answer to the riddle of Matt’s 
death. And the only clue I had to go on was the casual remark 
of that cryptic Ethiopian, Ato Gubru David—‘It's all a matter 
of nafs. Or, in plain American—bloodshed!’”



Part of The Big Four 

The Blue Book Magazine, 
September 1932



Part of The Big Four 

Short Stories, 10 Novem-
ber 1935



Other pulp titles: Amazing Stories • Analog Science 
Fiction and Fact • Black Mask • Dime Detective • Doc 
Savage • Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine • Flying 
Aces • Horror Stories • Love Story Magazine • Marvel 
Tales • Oriental Stories • Planet Stories • The Shadow • 
Spicy Detective • Startling Stories • Thrilling Wonder 
Stories • Unknown • Weird Tales • Western Story 
Magazine

































Entertainment



1952–1966



Alfred E. Neuman 

“What, me worry?” 

Character 1st appeared in 
advertisements for a play 
in 1894 

Later appeared in 
advertisements for 
dentists in late 19c, hence 
the tooth & the motto









Universities







U.S. Government









Other Stuff





✏ SIDE NOTE

Project Gutenberg is a wonderful thing, but formatting 
is often poor 

I recommend Standard Ebooks highly







~600 as of November 2021







Borrow Books!





1-hour loan 14-day loan

1 copy of book in Library Multiple copies of book

No waitlist Might have a waitlist 

Access through browser Web or encrypted ADE*

No limit on borrowing Borrow 10 at a time

*Adobe Digital Editions; can also use Aldiko Book Reader or Bluefire Reader on mobile devices



Contribute





Other Stuff



Why create an Internet Archive account? 

» Upload content 
» Save stuff to your own “library” 
» Loans 
» Favorites 
» Web archive



Help Out



Donate!



Spread the word!



Thank you! 

scott@granneman.com 
www.granneman.com 
@scottgranneman
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Changelog 

2023-09-28 1.2: Added full citations to many slides 

2021-11-21 1.1: Minor content & formatting fixes 

2021-11-18 1.0: Finalized slides
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