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IMPORTANT 

Adobe announced on March 1, 2021 that it will no 
longer develop or support Brackets starting September 
1, 2021 

Adobe suggests that users move to Visual Studio Code, 
which I second 

For info about VSCode, see www.granneman.com/all-
presentations for slides

https://www.granneman.com/presentations/all-presentations
https://www.granneman.com/presentations/all-presentations


Installation



Windows, macOS, 
& Linux



Brackets is available for download at brackets.io

http://brackets.io


Click this







A file named something like 
Brackets.Release.1.7.dmg will download 

Double-click on the DMG installer & a small window 
should open



Drag Brackets into the Applications folder



After Brackets finishes copying, eject the DMG installer

Click ⏏ to eject (or right-click on 
the name & select Eject)



Toss the DMG installer into the Trash (select the file & 
press ⌘⌦)



c



A file named something like 
Brackets.Release.1.7.msi will download 

Double-click on the MSI installer



Click Run 

Click Next & then Install 

If you’re asked if you want to “allow the following 
program to install software on this computer”, click Yes 

Click Finish



Toss the MSI installer into the Recycle Bin



Portable Brackets



How Brackets 
Works



Open Brackets





First 
Extensions



HTML Templates, 
Updated







After installation, go to Edit > HTML Templates…









Indentator





After installation, go to Edit > Indent Document 

Better yet, use the key commands! 

» macOS: ^⌥I 
» Windows: Ctrl+Alt+I 

Do not use Edit > Indent, as that just indents 1 line!



Before running the Indentator…



After running the Indentator…



Run the Indentator after every few lines of code



Nu Markup Checker





Nu Markup Checker runs every time you save



Not correct HTML? 
Press Save…



Error! Now click on it…



Line 15 is where the error 
manifests itself 

W3C error messages are 
written in “humanish”



Fixed!





Actually understandable!



Duplicate Files 
& Folders





Right-click on a file (or folder) & select Duplicate 

Note that this does not work for files under Working 
Files











Debugging



Brackets provides 4 ways to debug your code 

1. Colors 
2. Nu Markup Checker 
3. Indentator 
4. Live Preview



Colors



If you see red, 
there’s a problem



Nu Markup Checker



If you see an error symbol, 
there’s a problem



Indentator



If your indentation is screwy, 
there’s a problem



Live Preview



If things don’t look right, there’s a problem



Configuration



Spaces or Tabs?



A debate has raged for decades: spaces or tabs? 

Tabs allow different users to indent at the size they like, 
but can cause problems 

Spaces are spaces are spaces — the same for everyone — 
but can cause problems 

Pick the one you like (I like spaces)



Click on Spaces to change





How many spaces? Or, if tabs, how big are they? 

2, 4, or 8?  

8 & 4 seem too big to me & create nesting that is too 
deep, so I always choose 2



Click on the number to change





Themes



Click on View > Themes…



You can change the theme

Adjust so 
you can 
read your 
code (try 
16; I use 
24 for 
teaching)

Source Code Pro is a great default



Two themes are installed by default

You can 
install 
other 
themes too

If I’m coding, I use Monokai 
Darker Soda; if I’m teaching, 
I use Brackets Light



Common Themes



Certain themes appear in almost any editor that 
supports theming 

» Monokai 
» Soda 
» Solarized



You should check those theme out first 

» They probably will meet your needs 
» If you switch to a different editor, you can keep using 

your theme



Solarized 

Originally developed in 2010 (for Vim?)





How many 
themes get 
articles 
written 
about them?









Soda 

Originally developed for Sublime Text (in 2011?)









Monokai 

Originally developed for TextMate in 2006 

Many variants, some combined with Soda







Monokai Darker Soda



Installing Themes



Extension Manager > Themes…



Like it? Click Install



Click on More info… to see a preview of the theme



No preview, no install



Let’s try another one…







I don’t like it, but I can preview it



Other 
Extensions











Thank you! 
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Changelog 

2021-03-29 1.2: Added notice that Adobe will no longer 
support Brackets & suggests moving to Visual Studio 
Code 

2017-11-01 1.1: Switched theme to Granneman 1.4; 
minor formatting fixes; corrected info re: finding 
themes; changed subtitle 

2017-10-31 1.0: First release 
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